a filter coupled to the guidewire; and 

a tapered member coupled to the guidewire distally ofthe filter. 

23 . (New) The distal protection device in icordance with claim 22, wherein 
the filter includes a plurality of openings for fluid fl ? w therethrough. 

24. (New) The distal protection dev/ce in accordance with claim 22, further 
comprising a tapered frame coupled to the filte 

25. (New) The distal protectio/ device in accordance with claim 24, wherein 
the frame includes a mouth adapted / operate between an expanded profile and a 
collapsible profile. 



26. (New) The distal protection device in accordance with claim 25, further 
comprising a rib having a first L and a second end, wherein the first end is coupled to 
the guidewire and the second /nd is coupled to the mouth. 

27 . (New) The/distal protection device in accordance with claim 25, wherein 
the mouth is biased to b/in the expanded profile. 

28. (New)/rhe distal protection device in accordance with claim 22, wherein 
the docking member is tapered. 



\ 



29 . (New) The distal protection deviee ■„ accordance wi/cfaim 22, wherein 
ft. docking member is rigidly coupled to the gnidewire. 

30. (New, The distal protecrion device in aeeordance with claim 22, wherein 
the docking member is detaehably coupled to the gmdewue. 



3 , (New) The distal protection dev.ce ,n accordance with Cairn 22, whereto 
the docking member further comprises a . 

32 . (New) The drsta. pro.e-ton dev.ee in accordance with ela.m 31. wherein 



a portion of.be filter may be disposed within the channel 

3 3. <*ew> The distai protection device in aecordanee with claim 32, wherein 
at teas, a porta of the taper*, member is disposed wt.hin .he ahead, 



34. (New) A/istal protection device, comprising: 
a sheath; 

ag n,dew,re,Lrein a. .east a portion of the guidewtrepasses.brough.be sheath; 
a filter havjng a plurality of openings; 

a tapered/frame coupled to the filter, the frame including a mouth; 
a rib ha/ing a first end and a second end; 

wh ere/„ the firs, end is eoup.ed .0 me gaidewtre and the second end is eoup.ed to 
the mouth; eld 
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t tapered member coupled to the guidewire. 



35. (New) The distal protection device in 



accordanc/with claim 34, wherein 



the mouth is adapted to operate between an ex; 



panded profile/nd a collapsible profile. 



36. (New) The distal protection 
the mouth is biased to be in the expanded profile 



ion device m^cordance with claim 35, wherein 



37. (New) The distal protection 
the docking member is tapered. 



device in accordance with claim 34, wherein 



38. (New) The distal protection device m 
the docking member is rigidly coup/d to the guidewire 



accordance with claim 34, wherein 



39. (New) The dista/ protection device in 
the docking member is detach/bly coupled to the guidewire 



accordance with claim 34, wherein 



40. (New) The oistal protection device in 
the docking member furthlr comprises a channel. 



accordance with claim 34, wherein 



41. (New) T 
a portion of the filter m; 



ie distal protection device in 



accordance with claim 40, wherein 



- be disposed within the channel. 



42 ^ The d iS ..P— devices— with 

m n„ i s disposed within the sheath. 
at , east a portion of. he doctang member ,sd>sp 



claim. 



wherein 



43. 
a sheath; 



(New) Ad 1 stalprotect 1 ondev 1 ce, comprising: 



wherein at least a portion 



of the 



gu id/ire passes through at least a 



a guidewire, 
portion of the sheath; 

— — '""^Tlldte^wneandh^adista, 

end and proxima, end, the nUer <-». engaged 
p^thedistaiendofmeffl-engagymemh^d 

stop coupled to the guidewire. 

nr^nce with claim 43, wherein 
_j , The dis tal protection device m accordance wit 
44. (New) The distal p a ^ & 

, ♦/< to operate between an expanucu v 
includes mouth adap^d to operate 



the filter 
collapsible profile 



, • - m accordance with claim 44, wherein 
, J- * i «rr,tertion device m accordant 
4?. (New) The distal protection 



the mouth is 



bl ased to be A the expanded profile. 



46. (New) fhe distal protection 
the stop is tapered. 



, on ds vice in accordance with elaim 43, wherein 
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, . tin* device in accordance with clainM wherein 
47. (New) The distal protection device in 

the stop is rigidly coupled to the guidewire. 



The distal protection device in accordance^* claim 43, wherein 



the stop 



48. (New) 
is detachably coupled to the guidewi 



re. 



49. (New) The distal protection device in, 
the stop further comprises a channel. 

50. (New) The distal protection ^(evice in 



Accordance with claim 43, wherein 



accordance with claim 49, wherein 



be disposed within the channel. 



.spectfully requested. It is respectfully 



a portion of th e filter may 

"lamination and" consideration are res 

undersigned attorney at (612) 677-9050. 



please contact the i 



Respectfully submitted, 
THQMAS E. BROOME ETAL. 

>eir Attorney/ 



Date: 




"Gle^TSeager.R^Na^ 

CROMPTON, SEAGER & TUFTE, LLC 

331 Second Avenue South 

Suite 895 , 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-2246 

Tel: (612) 677-9050 
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